
                                                            
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

his course is offered to meet the needs of Medical Record personnel using the ICD-
10 health classification system and who require formal introductory training in the 
use of this classification. 

 
This prospectus outlines a two-
week training program to introduce 
the rules and guidelines for the use 
of the ICD-10 health classification 
system for morbidity (hospital) 
coding. 
 
National Institute of Health 
Sciences, Kalutara, Sri Lanka 
conducts this training course based 
on an interactive curriculum 
developed by the National Centre 
for Classification in Health (NCCH), 
Queensland University of 
Technology, Brisbane, Australia. 

 
Course aims and objectives 
Clinical coding of mortality and morbidity data is one of the major tasks of health 
ministries, hospitals and national statistical data collectors. Coded mortality and 
morbidity data are used at facility, provincial, national and international levels to 
describe health status. Coded data describe reasons for hospital and clinic 
attendance, major causes of death and help to identify potential prevention and 
public health strategies. These data provide a basis for decision making, health 
care planning, resource allocation and management of health services. 
 
This course is conducted with the objective of improving the knowledge and skills 
of the participants in ICD morbidity and mortality coding.  This will inculcate 
positive attitudes among trainees towards quality of coded data.     
 

Who should participate in this course? 
This entry-level short course is designed for those who either have no formal 
training in the use of the ICD-10 for morbidity or mortality coding, or who feel that a 
formal short course of study will enhance their understanding, skills and ability to 
code accurately.  
 
There are no course pre-requisites, although a basic understanding of medical 
terminology, anatomy and physiology are advantageous, as is fluency in English. 

    Course outcomes 
 

At the conclusion of this program, course participants will be able to: 
• understand and use basic ICD-10 coding conventions 
• interpret and apply World Health Organization rules for coding 
• accurately assign codes for principal (main) diagnoses  
• appreciate the concept of multiple coding for morbidity collections 
• appreciate inputs to quality coding and apply strategies for improving 

coded data 
The standard international curriculum for coding education developed by the World 
Health Organization – Family of International Classifications (WHO-FIC) Network 
Education Committee has been used as the basis for the program being offered. 
 

About the ICD-10 coder training course 
 

The course leaders 
Experienced educators, who are staff members of National Institute of Health 
Sciences, Kalutara, Sri Lanka will conduct the course.  
 
The main lecturers possess postgraduate qualifications in Community Medicine 
and have undergone training in Health Information Management, ICD classification 
and it’s quality assessment, at National Centre for Classification in Health, 
Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia.  
 
ICD 10 training courses that were conducted at NIHS were evaluated by the 
National Centre for Classification in Health, Queensland University of Technology, 
Brisbane, Australia and World Health Organization and it received an excellent 
evaluation.  
 
All educators are highly experienced and skilled in the implementation and use of 
ICD-10, both in Sri Lanka and internationally. 

 
Teaching modes  
The ICD-10 coding skills training course will be offered as a two-week intensive 
block. Face-to-face instruction is conducted in a classroom situation that provides 
optimal learning conditions. 
 
Training materials include electronic and paper-based resources and participants 
will receive work and answer books. The program’s teaching mix is diverse and 
stimulating and includes: 
 

• Lectures 
• Practical exercises 
• Site visits 
• End course assessment of participants’ progress 

Course outline 
The course is presented in 7 sections and 26 Modules.  
The 7 sections are: 

1. Course orientation, introduction to NIHS, Kalutara and Sri Lanka 
2. ICD-10 introduction, why code?, coded data uses, ICD-10 structure and 

conventions 
3. Using ICD-10 volume 2, WHO morbidity and mortality coding rules, 

WHO short tabulation lists 
4. How to code with ICD-10, chapter by chapter – lectures, training 

software and work books, group exercises 
5. Student presentations about coding in participants’ countries, coding 

issues and problems open forum, future coding activities plans  
6. Quality assurance mechanisms for coded data  
7. Site visits to Medical Record Departments of public and private hospitals 

 

Course dates and times  
The training program will be offered in 10 training days and will be held from 16th 
to 27th September 2013.  
Working Days:  Monday – Friday study week 
Working Hours:  9.00am – 4.15pm,  
                           15-min morning and afternoon tea breaks, 45-min lunch 
 

Location 
The course will be conducted at the National Institute of Health Sciences, Kalutara, 
Sri Lanka. Further information about the specific location for the training program 
will be provided with the acknowledgment of registrations. 
 

Costs 
International Participants 

The cost of this training program is US$ 800 per Participant*.  
The above cost includes: 

• Lecture & Resource fees 
• Work and answer books 
• Accompanied site visits to health and statistical enterprises 
• Morning and afternoon refreshments & lunch on each teaching day 
• An Evening sight seeing 
• Airport pickup 

*Computed on the basis of 30 participants per group  

 
Local Participants 
The cost of this training program is SLR 25,000.00/- per Participant*.  
This cost includes: 

• Lecture & Resource fees 
• Work and answer books 
• Accompanied site visits to health and statistical enterprises 
• Morning and afternoon refreshments & lunch on each teaching day 
• An Evening sight seeing  

*Computed on the basis of 30 participants per group  
 
However the officially nominated participants from Sri Lankan government 
hospitals will not be charged any course fee.  

 
Language 
The language of instruction is English. Participants need proficiency in spoken and 
written English to enable full participation in the program, and in particular, 
contribution to class discussions. 
 

Course inclusions 
 

Course Material, facilities and resources  
Each participant is provided with a set of work and answer books containing a 
variety of materials for the training course. These will provide a valuable reference 
resource following completion of the course. 
 

IT facilities 
Access to the Internet and e-mail facilities are also provided at designated times 
during the course if required. 
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Catering 
Light morning and afternoon teas and lunch will be served for participants on each 
course day. Provision of all other meals is the responsibility of participants or their 
sponsors. The National Institute of Health Sciences has a cafeteria within the 
premises providing a limited variety of choices. Participants are also welcome to 
bring their own meals from out side restaurants. 
 

Participant requirements and information  
Course participants or their sponsors are responsible for all aspects of enrollment, 
including payment of course fees, all travel and accommodation arrangements and 
costs, daily living expenses and other necessary payments.  
 

All international visitors to Sri Lanka require valid passports, and many need visas 
and other travel documentation. Ensuring that all necessary and relevant travel 
documentation is complete is the responsibility of the participant or sponsor. 
 
Costs associated with telecommunications, postage and excess baggage are also 
the responsibility of the participant or sponsor. 
 

Reference materials 
 

Each participant will be lent following reference material from the NIHS library. 
1. World Health Organization, International Statistical Classification of Disease 

and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision, Volumes I, II, III, first edition 
(1992) Geneva: WHO;  

2. A comprehensive, English language medical dictionary, such as: Dirckx H 
John, Stedman”s Concise Medical & Allied Health Dictionary, 3rd Edition, 
Williams & Wilkins ISBN: 0-683-23125-1 

 

Sri Lanka, Kalutara – Transport and 
Accommodation  
 

Transport in Kalutara 
The NIHS is located 2 kilometers (10 minutes drive) from the main Kalutara Bus 
Station. There is easy access by public bus from the city.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accommodation 
Accommodation could be arranged at hotels around Kalutara upon request.  
 
Kalutara, being a famous tourist destination, offers a wide variety of hotels close to 
the course venue. Prior booking is necessary to avoid inconvenience.  
 
Participants from government health care institutions of Sri Lanka will be provided 
with hostel facilities within the institute at subsidized rates 
 

National Institute of Health Sciences (NIHS) 
 
The National Institute of Health Sciences is the premier training institute in Sri 
Lanka under the Ministry of Health. The NIHS is an internationally recognized Sri 
Lankan centre of expertise in the classification of morbidity data.  
 
Through its work, the NIHS makes significant contributions to the quality of health 
data collections and health information systems throughout the Sri Lankan 
healthcare system and internationally.  

 
 

NIHS international experience in ICD-10 
training 
 
NIHS is the first WHO recognized training centre in Medical Record, Health 
Information Management and ICD 10 In south East Asia. NIHS’s ICD – 10 training 
materials have been reviewed by the joint collaboration of WHO – FIC – IFHRO 
and recommended that they meet the international standards for high quality 
teaching and approved for international use. These experiences have allowed us 
to build a substantial pool of international training expertise and resources. The 
adaptation of training materials to suit each pro gram of study means that high 
quality relevant resources are provided to meet varying needs of professional 
health workers who deal with health records or who are responsible for clinical 
coding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Course cancellation 
The NIHS reserves the right to cancel this training program if the number of 
participants enrolled is insufficient. If this should happen, we will be pleased to 
discuss alternative training opportunities with individual students. 
 
© Copyright 
Copyright of all training material remains the property of the NCCH, the 
Commonwealth of Australia and the World Health Organization. 
 

Enrollment 
For enrollment in the course, please find the registration form available at the 

official web site of NIHS; www.nihs.gov.lk . Please e mail the duly 
completed registration form to Dr. Saman Gamage (Course Coordinator) at 
samanhattotuwa@yahoo.com.  
 
Enrollment will be limited to 30 students. Closing date for enrollment is 30th 
June 2013. 
 

Method of Payment 
The methods of payment will be notified to the participants upon selection to the 
training course. 
 

Further information 
 

For more information about ICD-10 training course, please contact: 
 

Course coordinators 
 

Dr. Saman Gamage  
Phone: 94 34 2222264  /  Mobile: 94 777 874594 
E-mail: samanhattotuwa@yahoo.com  
 

Or 
 

Dr. Nandalal Wijesekera  
Phone: 94 34 2222264 / E-mail: nmwijesekera@yahoo.com    
 

Course Directors 
 

Dr. Ruwan Ferdinando  
Deputy Director (Training) 
Phone/ Fax :+ 94 34 2222659 / E-mail: 
ruwanferdinando@yahoo.com    
 
Institutional Director 
 

Dr. L T Gamlath   
Phone/ Fax : + 94 34 2226319 / E-mail: ltgamlath@yahoo.com   
 
Department of Management  
WHO Collaborating Centre 
National Institute of Health Sciences 
Kalutara, Sri Lanka 
www.nihs.health.gov.lk  

About ICD-10 
 
The International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision (ICD-10) is the international standard for the 
coding of diseases and other health issues for morbidity and mortality reporting. It is published by the World Health Organization and maintained 
by the WHO Family of International Classifications Network (WHO-FIC). Clinical coding is the translation of diseases, health related problems 
and procedural concepts from text to alphabetic/numeric codes for storage, retrieval and analysis. Use of ICD-10 for the coding of hospital 
discharge (morbidity) or death certificate (mortality) data, using the rules established by WHO, ensures data which is comparable between 
individual hospitals or between provinces or states or internationally, as well as at different points in time. 
 
Classifications have been used to describe diagnoses and procedures for many years. WHO has published revisions and updates to the ICD 
since 1948. Coded data are used for public health research and epidemiological studies at the population level and also for hospital management 
and funding purposes. Such data may be used to understand the case mix of a hospital, to allocate resources to areas of greatest need, to 
assess the efficacy of public health interventions, to pinpoint and access specific information and literature to inform clinical practice and support 
clinical and managerial decision-making. 
 
Health data coded with ICD-10 form the basic building blocks for the assessment of health system performance, to analyze burden of disease 
and for production of summary measures of population health. WHO and its regional offices, through the Evidence and Information for Health 
Policy program, encourage use of the classification. 
 


